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August 3, 2024

Sent by Electronic Mail to: PearlRiverFRM@usace.army.mil and
Jeremiah.A.Gipson@usace.army.mil

Mr. Eric Williams

Chief, Environmental Planning Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, CEMVN-PDS
7400 Leake Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70118

Colonel Jeremiah A. Gipson
Vicksburg District Commander
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
CEMVK-PMP

4155 Clay Street

Vicksburg, MS 39183-3435

Re: Comments on Pearl River Basin Flood Risk Management Draft
Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Col. Gipson and Mr. Williams,

As a nonprofit rooted in community development, climate and environmental
justice, and human rights priorities on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, the Steps
Coalition writes to express our opposition to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
Draft Environmental Impact Statement that proposes damming or dredging the
Pearl River under the false promise of flood relief for our Jackson neighbors.

The “One Lake” project and all similar plans that dam or dredge the Pearl River
are all environmentally damaging proposals that will fail to deliver effective,
equitable flood relief that local residents have long deserved; rather their main
purpose is to spur new real estate development that will only put more people
and property in harm’s way. These plans—Alternatives C, D, and E—should also
be rejected because they will expose local and downstream communities to
toxic contamination, induce flooding on disadvantaged neighborhoods, and
threaten Mississippi’s coastal tourism and way of life.

Instead, the Steps Coalition asks you to move forward with your proposal to
elevate and flood-proof homes and businesses. Critically, we urge you to
expand on this Alternative Al to incorporate nature-based, nonstructural, and
climate smart flood measures that can provide meaningful, just, and equitable
flood relief to those who need it in the Greater Jackson area while protecting
the Pearl River, downstream communities, and regional economy.

Thank you for considering our urgent request.

Sincerely,

Jonathan A. Green,
Executive Director
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