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Dear Mr. Williams: 

The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Office of Coastal Management (OCM), is 

responsible for administering the Louisiana Coastal Resources Program (LCRP), a Federally 

approved coastal management program. The Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as 

amended, requires that any Federal agency activity, wherever located, must be consistent with 

the approved coastal management program of any affected State (15 CFR §930.155(a)). 

OCM is concerned that the proposed project may have reasonably foreseeable effects on coastal 

land use, water use, and natural resources of the Louisiana Coastal Zone. This Draft EIS does not 

adequately address the potential effects to the coastal resources of the Louisiana's Coastal Zone. 

This agency strongly recommends that a comprehensive watershed study of the Pearl River is 

necessary to fully understand the basin’s hydrology, hydrodynamics, and ecosystem. The scope 

of the study should be from the headwaters to the terminus at the Gulf of Mexico. A watershed 

study would inform disposition of legacy federal infrastructure, opportunities for sustaining and 

managing flowrates through the basin, and enhancement of habitat for the basin’s wildlife, flora 

and fauna. This agency strongly concurs with the report conclusion that a full watershed study of 

the Pearl River Basin would be highly beneficial and should be completed prior to any 

alternative being selected and/or prior to this project proceeding further. As part of these 

considerations, this office recommends the coordinating with the Lower Pearl River Basin Task 

Force for the development of a long-term master plan to address flood control and drainage 

issues, while preserving the Lower Pearl River Basin.  Consideration should include the 

development of an Operation and Maintenance (O&M) manuals for control of the Pearl River 

watershed be formally coordinated as part of the project in order to maintain minimum flows and 

prevent additional downstream flooding.  
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OCM has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Pearl River Basin Federal 

Flood Risk Management Project in Hinds and Rankin Counties, Mississippi, and offers the 

following comments: 

 

 The proposed project may result in adverse impacts to the water, sediment and 

nutrient loads carried by the lower Pearl River into Louisiana marshes, bottomland 

hardwoods and swamp forests along its lower course. Sediment and nutrients are 

exchanged with these ecosystems during flood and non-flood stages, supporting a 

diversity of fish and wildlife. Lake Borgne, Mississippi Sound and the Biloxi Marshes 

are also dependent on the discharge from the Pearl River, to maintain habitat for 

marine and saline marsh organisms including commercially valuable oyster and 

shrimp fisheries. 

 The proposed project could result in downstream changes to water quality, stream 

flow, sediment and nutrient loads, bankline erosion, flood stages, and salinities. 

Changes to the depths, duration and frequency of flooding may adversely affect 

dependent wetland and marine ecosystems, and the industries and recreational 

opportunities based upon them. 

 Coastal wetlands supported by the Pearl River provide a buffer to storm surge. The 

proposed project may interfere with Louisiana's efforts to reduce flood risk, may 

hinder coastal restoration efforts, and may exacerbate the already catastrophic loss of 

the State's wetlands due to erosion and relative sea level rise. 

 After review of the Draft EIS, the OCM has determined that the report fails to 

adequately address environment consequences to the lower Pearl River. This agency 

strongly disagrees with the findings of this Environmental Impact Statement, as it 

does not specifically address the impact of this project on the hydrology, ecology and 

environmental resources of the Lower Pearl River and thus subject to the LCRP. 

In light of these concerns and prior to any construction of the proposed project or selection of a 

preferred alternative, OCM requires that a consistency determination be submitted pursuant to 

the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, to ensure that the proposed project is 

consistent with Louisiana's approved Coastal Management Program. In preparing this 

consistency determination, the Corps of Engineers must ensure that all reasonably foreseeable 

effects of the proposed project, including direct, indirect and cumulative effects, are consistent to 

the maximum extent practicable with the LCRP. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on these proposed activities. Please contact 

Jim Bondy of the Consistency Section at (225) 342-3870, or James.Bondy@la.gov if you have 

any questions regarding these comments. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Charles Reulet 

Office of Coastal Management 
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