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Subject: Pearl River Basin, Mississippi, Federal Flood Risk Management Project

Colonel Klein,

I am writing to provide comments on the recently released Draft Environmental Impact Study
(DEIS) for the Pearl River Basin, Mississippi, Federal Flood Risk Management Project on behalf
of Louisiana House District 76. My constituents and I attended the recent public meeting in
Slidell on July 11% to express our real concerns regarding the fate of the Pearl River
Navigational Canal, its locks and sills, sedimentation, low flow, saltwater intrusion, habitat,
storm surge and river flooding problems on the lower Pearl River in Louisiana. There were
several questions raised that were unanswered. I would respectfully request answers to these
questions before the USACE makes a final decision on which plan to submit to Congress.

On page 8 of your Commander’s Report, you acknowledge that there could be severe potential
impacts to water quality and conveyance with the proposed new weir, but the damage level is
inconclusive because there is no data or modeling.

You also acknowledge on page 12 that a comprehensive watershed study of the Pearl River is
necessary to fully understand the hydrology, hydrodynamics and ecosystem. As I hear often, and
you include in your report, there are serious concerns with the current health of the Pearl River.
The Secretary must determine if the project is technically feasible, economically justified and
environmentally acceptable, as required, before a plan is chosen.

1. Lower Pearl River Basin Task Force - The Louisiana task force submitted a report in
2018 detailing the concerns of several Louisiana agencies about the creation of an
additional lake / weir on the upper Pearl River. Former Louisiana State Senator Sharon
Hewitt asked for the response to those concerns during the public meeting on July 111
2024 in Slidell, but the question was avoided and unanswered twice.

2. Congressional Authorization - I asked how much is included in the budget for
downstream study and mitigation. It was acknowledged in the meeting that additional
congressional appropriations will be required if any plan other than nonstructural is
chosen, but there was no answer as to how much is in the budget for the comprehensive
watershed study, improved monitoring, and mitigation.



3. Penalties for Non-Compliance — As noted in your report, once the project is complete,
the Non-Federal Sponsor, in this case Rankin-Hinds Pearl River Flood and Drainage
District (RHDD) shall, at no cost to the government, operate, maintain, repair,
rehabilitate, and replace the Project as needed. Once a potential lake / weir has been built,
what are the specific penalties of not maintaining required flow rates? If they are not,
and damage is caused downstream, what are the penalties and remedies?

4. Timeline — What is the schedule for the release of the final EIS along with community
input periods? It is listed on the USACE website only as “later in 2024”.

The concerns regarding low flow impacts on the lower Pearl River are not unfounded. The St.
Tammany Engineering Department used United States Geological Survey (USGS) river gage
statistics and daily readings over a period of record for river gages and analyzed minimum flow
target (7Q10) measurements pre-reservoir and post-reservoir at several sites on the river:
Jackson, Ms., Monticello Ms., the Strong River confluence and Bogalusa, La. The St. Tammany
Report concluded that “During critically low-flow months of July-August, flows from the Ross
Barnett are lower than pre-Ross Barnett construction (1965). It is clear the reservoir is
decreasing flow rates during critical months. Adding a second lake will only exacerbate an
already critical flow management problem on the lower Pearl River.

The Louisiana Congressional Delegation made it clear in their recent letter on July 29, 2024 that
there needs to be sufficient evidence this project will not decrease water flow downriver, impact
coastal restoration efforts, or result in additional flooding downriver from the proposed project
BEFORE the project is moved forward.

No one faults the residents of the Jackson area for wanting better flood control and protection.
The people of South Louisiana understand the need for flood protection as well as anyone.
However, it should not come at the expense of residents downstream. Alternative A1, with or
without the Canton Club Levee, would provide flood protection that could be done quickly, with
less money, with existing congressional authorization, and would cause no downstream impacts.

Alternative D (CTO with Weir), the locally preferred option, is far more expensive, would cause
unknown downstream impacts, and provides very little additional flood protection over the plans
with no weir. The primary benefit of Alternative D would be recreational and economic
development for private developers at the expense of the health of the Pearl River.

I appreciate your time and consideration. I look forward to your response.
Sincerely,

Inlpbinie L4 Bema I
Stephanie H Berault

Louisiana State Representative
District 76



