July 31, 2024

Delivered by Electronic Mail to:
PearlRiverFRM@usace.army.mil and
Jeremiah.A.Gipson@usace.army.mil

Colonel Jeremiah A. Gipson Mr. Eric Williams

Vicksburg District Commander Chief, Environmental Planning Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, CEMVK-PMP U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, CEMVN-PDS
4155 Clay Street 7400 Leake Avenue

Vicksburg, MS 39183-3435 New Orleans, LA 70118

Re: Comments on Pearl River Basin Flood Risk

Management Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
89 Fed. Reg. 48610, June 7, 2024

Dear Col. Gipson and Mr. Williams,

The Jackson, MIssissippi Chapter of Audubon Society (JAS)
appreciates the opportunity to review and comment on the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’ (Corps) Pearl River Flood Risk
Management Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Draft
Study). On behalf of our members, we urge the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ (Corps) to reject the ecologically
destructive, economic development proposal locally known as
the “One Lake” project and all similar plans that dam or dredge
the Pearl River (specifically, Alternatives C, D, and E). We call
instead on the Corps to pursue Alternative Al and critically,
expand it to incorporate nature-based and nonstructural flood
measures that can deliver effective, environmentally sensitive
relief to those who need it in the Greater Jackson area while
protecting the Pearl River Basin’s ecology and wildlife,
downstream communities, and regional economy.

Our chapter has worked for many years to protect the Pearl
River from the environmentally destructive One Lake project—a
plan widely publicized as a private real estate development
scheme masquerading as a flood control project. We lead
monthly nature walks to observe birds, native plants, and other
wildlife in Le Fleur’s Bluff State Park, so we have the pleasure
of enjoying the beautiful Pearl River riparian zone and share this
outstanding habitat with Jacksonians throughout the year.



Although the Corps’ Draft Study is incomplete and missing
important information required by law, the document makes it
unequivocally clear that a One Lake plan and all related
proposals to dam or dredge the Pearl should be rejected.

Draft Study Alternatives C, D, and E will destroy at least 25% of
Le Fleur’s Bluff State Park and have very destructive impacts on
Pearl River habitat, birds, and wildlife, and importantly, these
alternatives will not provide meaningful flood relief. Rather, the
Draft Study promotes these alternatives as economic
development and recreation plans. In fact, the Draft Study
points out that Alternative C (“One Lake”) is “not justified”
while the apparent preferred Alternative D, a slightly smaller
One Lake proposal, has a dam that “does not provide any flood
control benefits” (Main Report at vii).

All three of these alternatives will put more people and property
in harm’s way, expose local and downstream communities to
toxic contamination, alter freshwater flows vital to healthy river
habitat and the regional economy, and induce flooding on
vulnerable communities.

Citizens of the State of Mississippi deserve a good flood control
plan that protects all our communities without diverting millions
of taxpayers’ dollars to a private development project that
provides very little flood control.

In conclusion, Jackson Audubon Society is fully opposed to any
proposal that will dam or dredge the Pearl River—including the
One Lake plan—and instead we urge the Corps to pursue an
expanded Alternative Al that includes more non-structural and
nature-based approaches to deliver targeted, effective, and
environmentally sustainable flood relief to those who need it in
the Greater Jackson community while protecting downstream
resources, communities, and the regional economy.

Thank you for considering our urgent request.

Sincerely,
Libby Hartfield
President, Jackson Audubon Society



