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August 6, 2024 

 

Mr. Eric Williams 

Chief, Environmental Branch  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Regional Planning and Environmental Division South 

CEMVN–PDS 

7400 Leake Avenue 

New Orleans, LA 70118 

 

RE: Pearl River Basin, Mississippi Flood Risk Management Project 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

Georgia-Pacific is grateful for the opportunity to review the June 2024 Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mississippi Valley 

Division, Vicksburg District (USACE), regarding the Pearl River Basin, Mississippi Federal Flood 

Risk Management (FRM) Project. We have also examined the USACE Commander’s Report and 

Environmental Impact Statement dated June 11, 2024. This submittal aims to provide our 

observations and comments based on these reviews. 

Georgia-Pacific operates a substantial containerboard facility in Monticello, Lawrence County, 

Mississippi, where we have recently committed to a significant investment to enhance our 

operations. The Monticello facility, along with other downstream stakeholders, relies heavily on 

the health and condition of the Pearl River. We have concerns about potential changes resulting 

from the USACE’s Pearl River Basin Flood Risk Management Project proposed action that could 
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lead to decreased water flows, altered water temperatures, increased sedimentation, riverbank 

erosion, and debris accumulation. 

We are particularly concerned that the proposed actions by USACE may pose risks to downstream 

users, including our Monticello operations. This letter outlines our specific concerns. 

 

Existing Project 

On September 6, 2018, Georgia-Pacific submitted 

comments to the USACE Vicksburg District following 

our review of the Rankin-Hinds Pearl River Flood & 

Drainage Control District’s (Flood Control District’s) 

Integrated Draft Feasibility Study and Environmental 

Impact Statement (Draft FS), including its appendices. 

We appreciate that the USACE has made some 

changes in the DEIS and Commander’s Report based 

on feedback from the Draft FS. However, concerns 

about potential significant project impacts 

detrimental to lower river basin stakeholders remain 

that have not been considered and addressed in the 

project record. Those concerns are outlines below. 

First, Georgia-Pacific acknowledges the necessity of 

addressing flooding in the Rankin-Hinds County, 

Jackson area. While we do not intend to obstruct this 

essential project, we remain concerned about the 

potential downstream effects associated with the 

Flood Control District’s original Alternative C – 

Channel Improvements Plan, as presented in their 

Draft FS and included in the USACE DEIS along with 

Alternative D and Alternative E. We understand that 

any selected project will require extensive additional pre-construction engineering and design 

(PED) work by the USACE. We emphasize that many challenges highlighted in the DEIS and the 

USACE Commander’s Report, such as environmental justice, sedimentation due to 

impoundment, and comprehensive environmental compliance, will need to be addressed during 

this PED phase. 

However, the USACE must also evaluate and address any potential downstream effects if the 

project proceeds. Georgia-Pacific is committed to remaining engaged in understanding the 

impacts associated with the selected project and ensuring that it does not adversely affect our 

operations downstream. 
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Downstream Effects 

The USACE DEIS outlines several downstream impacts that remain concerning after our review. 
Whether these effects stem from the selected Project or legacy activities, the middle Pearl River 
clearly requires attention to restore it as a productive river for all stakeholders. This restoration 
effort necessitates a comprehensive understanding of the river's hydrology, hydrodynamics, and 
ecosystem. To maintain and manage sufficient and sustainable flows, it is essential to enhance 
the understanding of water flow and quality through increased monitoring. Without this 
complete understanding, Georgia-Pacific is concerned that selecting a Project without the 
necessary analytical data to substantiate the models may adversely impact our operations. For 
example, river temperature modeling from the previous draft EIS for this project would 
necessitate millions in capital investment to maintain operational parameters at the Monticello 
facility. 

By staying informed through the Flood Control District website, Georgia-Pacific recently 
discovered a June 2023 link to a study titled Pearl River Channel Improvements Impact 
Evaluations – Downstream Water Quality/Quantity. This document, prepared by Tetra Tech for 
Mendrop Engineering Resources and dated August 9, 2019, has not yet been thoroughly 
evaluated by us due to our recent discovery. However, we request that the USACE ensure the 
accuracy of this document if it is used in selecting a structural Project. If a structural Project is 
selected, Georgia-Pacific encourages the USACE to integrate downstream monitoring of water 
flows and quality to establish baseline conditions. 

Through our participation in USACE efforts over the years, it has become evident that, even with 

a selected Project, the middle Pearl River—defined as south of the Project site and north of the 
Louisiana state line—faces significant watershed ecosystem issues affecting Mississippi's 
downstream stakeholders. Many responses to the previous Flood Control District’s Draft FS 
included comments advocating for a watershed-wide basin study of the Pearl River extending to 
the Gulf of Mexico. At Georgia-Pacific, we are particularly concerned with conducting a 
watershed study focused on the Mississippi reach of the Pearl River downstream of the Project’s 
southern extent. We believe this approach is more prudent, as a watershed-wide basin study 
would be costly and time-consuming due to the multiple jurisdictions involved once the Pearl 
River leaves the state. We advocate for a more expedient mechanism to achieve improvements 
by addressing segments of the Pearl River. 

Building on the work already done upstream, the USACE could collaborate with other local 
sponsors to implement a consolidated approach for improving this downstream portion. Since 
the Mississippi section of the Pearl River watershed lies directly below the referenced Project, 
evaluating this immediate downstream reach can be undertaken concurrently with the USACE 
PED activities mentioned in the DEIS. This would facilitate the compilation of an informational 
database to evaluate potential future improvements. This approach is more cost-effective and 
efficient, allowing for quicker implementation of improvements to achieve positive effects on the 
Pearl River’s middle reaches. Georgia Pacific is interested in exploring this possibility with local 
stakeholders, Mississippi regulatory authorities, and the USACE. 
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Conclusion 

As described above, Georgia-Pacific remains concerned that selecting a Project as outlined in the 

USACE DEIS and the Commander’s Report may impact our Monticello facility operations. As a 

result, we will continue to closely monitor the actions and decisions of the USACE and the Flood 

Control District. We reserve the right to express our concerns as they arise from existing or future 

documents. 

While we acknowledge that the USACE has modified the original project to minimize downstream 

impacts, we are still concerned that issues along the middle Pearl River downstream of the 

Project which could significantly affect our Monticello operations have not been properly 

evaluated and addressed in the Project record. Therefore, we strongly urge the USACE to: 

 

 Implement a monitoring program on the middle Pearl River (at least from downstream 

of the Project to below Monticello) to validate the hydrodynamic model for both flow 

and quality. 

 

 Conduct a sedimentation study to understand the potential downstream impacts of the 

project to water quality, sand bar formation, and hydraulics. 

 

 Collaborate with a local sponsor(s) or sponsors to conduct a comprehensive watershed 

study of the middle Pearl River from the selected Project site to at least Monticello. 

 

Georgia-Pacific extends our sincere appreciation to all stakeholders, including the USACE, the City 

of Monticello, local communities, state officials, and our employees, for their support, and we 

look forward to advancing our facility and working with stakeholders in maintaining the health 

of the Pearl River. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mark Martin 

Vice President Manufacturing 

Georgia-Pacific Monticello, LLC 
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