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The Honorable Michael L. Connor

Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works)
108 Army Pentagon

Room 3E446

Washington, DC 20310-0108

Dear Assistant Secretary Connor:

We are writing to you concerning the upcoming Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Pear River Flood Management Project, commonly referred to as the “One Lake” project. The
unique landscape of Southeast Louisiana, partly shaped by the Pearl River system, is crucial to
our way of life, culture, and economy. Under the directive included in Section 1176 of America’s
Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-270), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is
tasked with evaluating the potential downstream impacts of the One Lake project on the Pearl
River Basin. The non-federal sponsor must design the project to mitigate any potential adverse
downstream effects. Before this project can proceed, it is essential to ensure it will not reduce the
water flow downriver, interfere with our coastal restoration efforts, or cause additional flooding
in areas downstream of the proposed project.

To ensure transparency for all stakeholders, we respectfully request answers to the following
questions by August 5, 2024, regarding the Corps’ plans to address potential adverse impacts
downstream of the proposed One Lake project:

1. What measures has the Corps taken to comply with Section 1176 of America’s Water
Infrastructure Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-270)?

2. The Lower Pearl River Basin Task Force submitted a report to the Corps in 2018 outlining
concerns from several Louisiana state agencies about the One Lake proposal. How and when did

the Corps respond to the issues raised in the Lower Pearl River Basin Task Force report?



3. In a recent Commander's Report dated June 11, 2024, Colonel Christopher Klein mentioned
that “a comprehensive watershed study of the Pearl River is necessary to fully understand the
basin’s hydrology, hydrodynamics, and ecosystem.” Does the Corps recommend completing a
comprehensive watershed study before proceeding with the One Lake project to avoid potential
adverse downstream flooding impacts?

4. How might each of the proposed One Lake alternatives affect the water quality and quantity of
the Lower Pearl River Basin?

5. How does the Corps assess the adverse economic impacts on downstream recreational
businesses due to potential decreased water flow?

6. Aside from the Mississippi River, the Pearl River is the largest contributor of sediment to
wetlands within the Lower Pontchartrain Basin. How might each of the proposed One Lake

alternatives impact sediment management in the Lower Pontchartrain Basin?

It is vital that the Corps and the non-federal sponsor take the necessary steps to address the
concerns of communities that may be adversely affected, rather than hastily making decisions
without considering downstream impacts. Thank you for your time and consideration of this
critical issue. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Senator Beth Mizell (LA) Senator Robert “Bob” Owen (LA)
Senator Patrick McMath (LA) Senator Bill Wheat (LA)
Representative Stephanie Berault (LA) Representative Kim Carver (LA
Representative Jay Galle (LA) Representative Peter Egan (LA)
Representative Brian Glorioso (LA) Representative Mark Wright (LA)
Representative John Wyble (LA) Senator Angela Hill (MS)

Senator Robin Robinson (MS) Representative Becky Currie (MS)
Representative Timmy Ladner (MS) Representative Ken Morgan (MS)

Representative Jansen Owen (MS) Representative Bill Pigott (MS)



