
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
August 5, 2024 
 
Via email to: pearlriverFRM@usace.army.mil   
 
Attention: Mr. Eric Williams; Chief, Environmental Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Planning and Environmental Division South 
CEMVN-PDS 
7400 Leake Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70118 
 
RE: Pearl River Basin, Mississippi Flood Risk Management Project Commander’s Report and 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Dear Mr. Williams: 
 
On behalf of our more than 350,000 members and supporters, American Rivers is writing to 
express our concerns with the Pearl River Basin Commander’s Report and Environmental 
Impact Statement and to urge the Army Corps to reject Alternatives C, D, and E and all plans 
that would dam or dredge the Pearl River. American Rivers encourages the Corps to pursue 
Alternative A1 and expand this non-structural plan to benefit more people and property while 
protecting and restoring the Pearl River.  
 
Since 1973, American Rivers has protected wild rivers, restored damaged rivers, and conserved 
clean water for people and nature. With headquarters in Washington, D.C. and 355,000 
supporters, members, and volunteers across the country, we are the most trusted and influential 
national river conservation organization in the United States. As the nation’s leading river 
advocate, American Rivers seeks to ensure our nation’s rivers and floodplains are protected. 
 
The Pearl River is one of the most biodiverse rivers in the U.S. and the primary drinking water 
source for Jackson, Mississippi. From its headwaters on native Choctaw lands, the Pearl River 
flows nearly 500 miles through Mississippi and Louisiana to the Gulf of Mexico. The Pearl River 
provides habitat for more than 300 species of birds, fish, and wildlife, including the federally 
threatened Gulf sturgeon and ringed sawback turtle, and 125,000 acres of wetland and 
bottomland hardwood conservation lands. The Pearl supplies freshwater flows critical to the 
health of the Gulf of Mexico; the region’s oyster, crab, shrimp and tourism industries; and 
hundreds of industrial and municipal users. 
 
The Pearl River has been threatened for decades by a devastating private real estate 
development scheme masquerading as a flood control project, earning it a place on the 
America’s Most Endangered Rivers™ list in 2008, 2015, and 2023. Unfortunately, the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) proposes various iterations of the “One Lake” project 
proposed by the Non-Federal Interest (NFI). Alternatives C, D, and E offer a variety of 
unacceptable proposals that would dredge and dam the Pearl River to create new waterfront 
property, destroying vital fish and wildlife habitat, worsening Jackson’s flooding and drinking 
water crisis, increasing toxic contamination, and reducing freshwater flows critical to the region’s 
important seafood and tourism economies.  

mailto:pearlriverFRM@usace.army.mil


2 
 

 
American Rivers appreciates that the DEIS rejects Alternative C, the NFI’s preferred “One Lake” 
plan, however, Alternative D (Combination Thereof with weir) and Alternative E (Combination 
Thereof without weir) represent new iterations of this harmful plan and we urge the Corps to 
also reject Alternatives D and E. The DEIS makes clear that Alternatives C, D, and E are 
environmentally unacceptable, economically unjustified, and are not the least environmentally 
damaging practicable alternatives and thus, must be rejected.  
 
If the Army Corps proceeds with Alternative D or E, the Commander’s Report acknowledges 
that “Additional analysis and design, feasibility level decision documents, and NEPA 
documentation will be required”. The DEIS notes many areas in which the report falls short 
including incomplete or unavailable information on a mitigation plan, environmental hazards, 
borrow plan, sediment analysis and management, water quality analyses, downstream impacts, 
bridge impacts, levee safety analysis, tributaries, interior drainage and seepage, weir design 
impacts, and Threatened and Endangered Species impacts. Prior to recommending 
construction of Alternative D or E, it is essential that the Army Corps undertake a 
comprehensive feasibility report and its related environmental impact statement to comply with 
NEPA and Water Resources Development Act planning requirements, as well as the Clean 
Water Act, Endangered Species Act, Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, and other applicable 
federal laws  
 
American Rivers recognizes the genuine need for flood risk management in this region, and 
thus we support Alternative A1, the nonstructural solution. This is the only possible solution to 
provide durable protection in the face of increasingly unstable weather events. Rather than 
continue to pursue the environmentally unacceptable and economically unjustified One Lake 
iterations that prioritize real estate development and harmful dam and dredge projects, 
American Rivers recommends the Corps focus on providing effective and sustainable flood risk 
reduction by exploring an expanded version of Alternative A1 that includes: 

• An increased number of homes and properties that are elevated and floodproofed; 
• River and floodplain restoration and reconnection of the Pearl River and its tributaries; 
• Road elevations and improvements; 
• Levee setbacks and other carefully planned protections (including a Canton Club 

neighborhood levee) to protect additional vulnerable Jackson neighborhoods 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments. If you have any questions, please contact 
Eileen Shader, Senior Director of Floodplain Restoration at eshader@americanrivers.org . We 
appreciate this opportunity to provide comments on the Pearl River Flood Risk Management 
Project, and we look forward to your response. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Eileen Shader, CFM 
Sr. Director, Floodplain Restoration 
American Rivers 
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