Pearl River Project Coalition:
Maximizing Flood Control and Community Benefits

A Collective Supporting the Flood Risk Management Project
Alternative D Plan in Jackson, Mississippi

US Army Corps of Engineers,

In August of 2022, Jackson experienced a combined flood and water supply crisis. As a result, Governor Tate
Reeves requested a Federal disaster designation which was quickly granted by the Biden Administration.
Congress, on a bipartisan basis, appropriated $600 million to the Environmental Protection Agency to solve
Jackson’s critical water and sewer infrastructure needs. Next, the Army Corps of Engineers in coordination
with the Mississippi Congressional delegation made $221 million available to address Jackson’s long standing
flood risks. In addition, the United States Department of Agriculture, working with the Jackson Metro Area
governments, has dedicated over $100 million during the last three years to clean and restore tributaries
flowing into the Pearl River.

In the aftermath of the crisis, we are grateful for all the actions, commitments and resources to protect, repair
and restore Rankin and Hinds Counties’ essential infrastructure, flood control, and Pearl River water quality.
This federal multi-agency, State, local government investment is making a difference. Importantly, these
initiatives represent a once in a generation opportunity to help revitalize and improve the lives of every citizen
in the Jackson area and downstream.

On behalf of all our organizations we would like to thank you for your dedication towards the Pearl River Flood
Risk Management Project analysis and public engagement efforts in Jackson, Mississippi. Our city has needed
a flood control solution for over 40 years and we are thankful that is finally being addressed after many flood
events that have caused detrimental social, economic, and environmental impacts. Based on the information
provided in the Draft Environmental Impact Report, we support the solution that has the greatest amount of
benefits recommended by USACE, the “Combination Thereof (CTO) Alternative D Plan”.

Together we have formed a coalition of organizations that are in support of this solution because it offers the
greatest collective benefit. We see this project as an opportunity to improve our city’s flooding, recreational
benefits, conservation and water quality efforts, and changing our development patterns to be centered
around public space. We believe a stronger connection to the Pearl River can create a new collective identity
for our city that we can all be proud of together.

The Alternative D Plan provides the only optionality for a modern, environmentally superior water plant in
South Jackson, as expressed in public comments by JXN Water. Alternative D is the only option which provides
Jackson an equitable, resilient, and sustainable clean water supply. A water treatment facility near the weir
could directly help communities in South Jackson, where the neighborhoods suffered the most from lack of a
reliable, clean water supply.



PEARL RIVER PROJECT COALITION - SUPPORTING ALTERNATIVE D PLAN

This past April several organizations came together to host a design forum centered around planning future
parks, trails, and green infrastructure projects. The purpose of the forum was to share ideas and a vision for
how the city can better connect neighborhoods through public space “greenways and blueways”. The projects
looked at how parks and trails can be implemented in existing parks, underutilized or vacant land, along
roadways, creeks, and the Pearl River. All of the projects were multi-functional providing recreational benefits
but also enhancing social space and solving environmental problems like urban flooding or urban heat island.
The projects also offer new economic opportunities by encouraging development patterns along greenspace
projects to create a new walkable, more healthy urbanism for Jackson. The Pearl River was discussed as the
central greenspace to the larger public space network.

We have attached a package that demonstrates the work of many of our organizations that includes our
collective effort to develop an interconnected greenspace network in the city through parks, trails, and green
infrastructure projects. These green infrastructure solutions along our creeks and tributaries will help to
manage urban flood events and reduce runoff coming from the impervious surfaces in Downtown Jackson.
These systems are also cleaning the water before entering the river. We imagine more constructed wetlands
on the edge of our creeks, bioswales and rain gardens in our streets, and more detention basins integrated into
the urban fabric to help mitigate the volume of water running to the river. Through these systems we see new
opportunities to bring decentralized flood control solutions into the city.

Our organizations are excited about the prospect of new flood control along with new recreational, economic
development, and public space opportunities. We are also excited about the potential opportunity to be better
connected to the Pearl River and make it a part of our collective identity. We look forward to the USACE final

decision later this year. Thank you again for your efforts on providing better flood control for our city.

Sincerely,

Pearl River Project Coalition

August 5, 2024
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RESOLUTION OF RANKIN-HINDS PEARL RIVER FLOOD AND DRAINAGE
CONTROL DISTRICT SUPPORTING THE APPROVAL BY THE UNITED
STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS OF THE METROPOLITAN JACKSON
PEARL RIVER FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT ALTERNATIVE D

WHEREAS, the member communities of Rankin-Hinds Pearl River Flood and Drainage Control
District (“Rankin-Hinds”) has experienced catastrophic flooding from the Pearl River in 1979, 1983, and
2020, as well as numerous flood stage events since those major incidents, and must take steps to prevent a
similar occurrence in the future; and

WHEREAS, previous floods impacted thousands of homes and businesses, govenment facilities,
the Central Business District, interstate highways, and health care facilities, and other critical infrastructure;
and

WHEREAS, if a similar 1979 flood event occurred today, the cost of damage and lost economic
activity in the region would exceed One Billion Dollars; and

WHEREAS, the threat of another major flood disaster poses a real and foreseeable threat to public
health, safety, and the economic vitality of the Capitol Region of Mississippi; and

WHEREAS, Rankin-Hinds Pearl River Flood and Drainage Control District, created in 1962
pursuant to the Urban Flood and Drainage Control Law, Miss. Code Ann. §§ 51-35-301, ef seq., to plan for
and construct flood control projects on the Pearl River; and

WHEREAS, Rankin-Hinds, in conjunction with state and federal entities, has completed the
Feasibility Study/Environmental Impact Statement (“FS/EIS”} for the Metropolitan Jackson Pearl River
Flood Control Project that will provide flood benefits for properties within the Jackson metropolitan area
that remain unprotected by the existing levee system; and

WHEREAS, the United States Army Corps of Engineers, (“USACE") as part of the review of
Rankin Hinds FS/EIS, has in collaboration with Rankin-Hinds, developed additional alternative plans,
including Alternative D.

WHEREAS, the USACE has published a new Draft EIS assessing Rankin-Hinds’s work and
proposing new alternatives, which upon the completion of the EIS process, the Assistance Secretary of the
Army Civil Works (“ASACW?") shall make a decision on which alternative or combination thereof, will be
the chosen as the project;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE RANKIN-HINDS PEARL RIVER FLOOD
AND DRAINAGE CONTROL DISTRICT HEREBY:

Approves and supports the Pearl River Flood Risk Management Project, Alternative D,
and urges the USACE to expedite completion of the Final Environmental Impact



Statement, and a decision from the ASACW, so that meaningful flood risk management
measures can be put into place to protect the health, safety, and economic security for the
communities of Metropolitan Jackson.

The above and foregoing Resolution, after having been first reduced to writing, was introduced by
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