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Mr. Eric Williams, Chief, Environmental Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Regional Planning and Environmental Division South: CEMVN PDS
7400 Leake Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70118

Re: Pearl River Basin, Mississippi DEIS
Dear Mr. Williams:

The Town of Monticello, Mississippi is adamantly opposed to any further alterations of our river. This
project began many years ago with the sole purpose of being a recreational housing development.
After several tries and fails, it came back to life under the agreement between USACE and Rankin Hinds
County Basin Development in efforts to sell this scheme as a flood control project. If this were truly
about flood control in the sections of Jackson that have been experiencing poor drainage, you would
choose Alternative Al, correct their issues, and be done. Instead, you have been spending your time
and our money placating this group, who all will financially gain from their dream, allowing them to
write and rewrite many times the DEIS until they have it closer to compliance with federal laws. But it
is still not there. Alternative Cis in no way able to comply with law and have a permissible cost to
benefit ratio.

Our communities downstream will not survive without the quality of life the Pearl offers. Our town is
a permitted user as is Georgia Pacific Paper Mill who depends on a quantity of water per day at
acceptable water temperatures. Georgia Pacific is our economic driver in Lawrence County, Monticello,
employing close to 600 and giving us the tax base, we rely on as a county and a town to survive. We
must have water levels acceptable for the 100+ permitted users downstream.

In the DEIS, it is stated that you will not have cost estimates for mitigation and habitat loss, sediment
studies, updated water quality studies or the next phase of HTRW site surveys until the project design
(PED) begins, which is after an alternative has been approved in a record of decision by Secretary Connor.
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The Hydrology Appendix (E) lists twelve topics on pages 136-137 requiring additional study, eight of
which have implications for downstream communities like ours on the Pearl River. Project scoping
began in 2013 by the non-federal sponsor and the Corps.

Why are there so many knowledge gaps about this project after eleven years? We have the potential of
8 toxic waste sites being disturbed, sending the hazardous materials downstream. How can you possibly
consider approval without knowing the plans to address these issues?

Since the de-authorization of the Pearl River as a Federal Navigation Project, the maintenance of
waterway falls with funding available and as authorized by caretaker status. Your report goes on to say
that we should have a comprehensive watershed study of the Pearl to fully understand the Basins
hydrology, hydrodynamics and eco system. You must have a better understanding of how downstream
and various sections of the Pearl River perform during flood events prior to sealing our fate. There are
too many unknowns as to the future or demise of the lower Pearl to make an intelligent decision as to
which Alternate to choose, other than Alternate Al with the Canton Club Levee, which poses no risk to
downstream.

Alternate Al with the Canton Club Levee would be our first recommended selection with Alternate CTO
E, no weir, and no impoundment of the river, would, were it not for the destruction of habitat and
wetland loss, be the next acceptable project selection.

To reiterate, a complete downstream comprehensive watershed study should be completed prior to any
further alterations of our river. For one group, two counties to be given special accommodations while
ignoring the many counties and the State of Louisiana below is unjustified.

Respectfully,

oBecké( Currie

Becky Currie
Representative, District 92
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