Jackson City Council Member 219 South President Street
Vernon Hartley, Sr., Ward Five Post Office Box 17
Jackson, MS 39205-0017

August 5, 2024

Colonel Jeremiah Gipson

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Planning and Environmental Division South
CEMVN-PDS

7400 Leake Avenue

New Orleans, Louisiana 70118

Subject: Request For Corps of Engineering To Address West Jackson Tributary Flooding

Dear Colonel Jeremiah Gipson,

I am writing as the Councilman for Ward 5 in Jackson, MS to inform you of our Ward’s need for
help with tributary flooding over and above what may be planned in the various Pearl River FRM
project alternatives. A large portion of the Ward of 21,000 residents is directly or indirectly
impacted by flooding. What has been discussed so far in meetings in Jackson leads me to believe
that a project that involves a weir and lake will not solve the flash flooding in tributaries like Lynch
Creek in my District. We have seen Lynch Creek overtop its banks, flooding streets and homes
and making it impossible to pick up students at two of the schools near the creek: Jim Hill High
School and Isable Elementary School that have flash flooding problems every year.

In the event that a lake and weir plan gains approval from the Army Secretary, my constituents
and | feel that drainage problems in Lynch Creek will not be eased and may worsen. The mouth
of Lynch Creek is close enough to the weir that the added elevation of water in the Pearl River,
created by a weir built with crest at 256 feet above sea level, will cause the lower channel of Lynch
Creek to hold water most of the time. Stormwater from ordinary rainfall events flowing down
Lynch from its upper drainage basin in West Jackson will be trying to empty into a Pearl River
with water held at a higher elevation than we see now. We already have banks overtopped and
water in streets, yards, and homes. We anticipate a worse result if the lower channel of Lynch
Creek is full all the time.

Parts of Lynch Creek may be served by the Hinds County Watershed Plan Study that is currently
under way, sponsored by NRCS and Hinds County. But, this project doesn’t have the same level
of funding that the Army Corps of Engineers Alternative A-1, formulated in August of 2023,
offered. That plan would have reached far up Lynch Creek, offering a large number of property



owners' home elevations and floodproofing, or buyouts. However, since the 2023 version of A-1
doesn’t exist in the current Pearl River FRM project, we are unsure about what flood relief needs
may be served by other alternatives.

We do not the Ward and Lynch Creek Watershed to fall into a gap between the structural flood
risk management elements of the Pearl River FRM project, and the smaller scale structural and
non-structural projects that the Hinds County Watershed Plan might offer.

| would like to meet you and possibly even give you a tour around my City Ward to point out
where our trouble spots are so that we might work together to figure out what might work, and
what the Army Corps could do to help us.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 601.960.1092 or by email at
vhartley@jacksonms.gov. Thanks for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Vernon W. Hartley, Sf.
City Councilman, Ward 5

Cc: Mr. Eric Williams; Chief, Environmental Branch
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