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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
Dear Assistant Secretary Connor:

We write to you regarding the forthcoming Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pearl River
Flood Management Project, which is informally known as the “One Lake” project.

In Southeast Louisiana, our unique landscape, created in part by the Pearl River system, is essential to -
our way of life, culture, and economy. As directed by language included in Section 1176 of America’s
Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-270), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is
responsible for assessing the potential downstream impacts of the One Lake project on the Pearl River
Basin and the non-federal sponsor must design the project in a manner that addresses any potential
adverse downstream impacts.

Before this project is allowed to move forward, we need to know that it will not decrease the water flow
downriver, impact our coastal restoration efforts, or result in additional flooding in areas downriver from
the proposed project. To help provide transparency for all involved stakeholders, we respectfully request
answers to the following questions no later than August 5, 2024, regarding the Corps’ plan to address
potential adverse impacts downstream of the proposed One Lake project.

1. What steps did the Corps take to comply with the language included in Section 1176 of
America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-270)?

2. The Lower Pearl River Basin Task Force submitted a report to the Corps in 2018 detailing the
concerns of several Louisiana state agencies regarding the One Lake proposal. How and when
did the Corps respond to concerns outlined in the Lower Pearl River Basin Task Force report?

3. Inarecent Commander’s Report dated June 11, 2024, Colonel Christopher Klein indicated that
“a comprehensive watershed study of the Pearl River is necessary to fully understand the basin’s
hydrology, hydrodynamics, and ecosystem”. To avoid potential adverse downstream flooding
impacts, does the Corps recommend a comprehensive watershed study be completed prior to
moving forward with the One Lake project?

4. How might each of the proposed One Lake alternatives impact the water quality and quantity of
the Lower Pear] River Basin?
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5. How does the Corps evaluate adverse economic impacts to downstream recreational businesses
due to potential decreased water flow?

6. Outside of the Mississippi River, the Pearl River is the largest driver of sediment to wetlands
within the Lower Pontchartrain Basin. How might each of the proposed One Lake alternatives
impact sediment management of the Lower Pontchartrain Basin?

It is important that the Corps and non-federal sponsor take the necessary steps to address concerns of
adversely impacted communities rather than rush to a decision without considering downstream impacts.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this critical issue. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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