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August 6, 2024

General Comments on All Benefits
Via email to: Pearl River FRM @usace.army.mil

| write today in support of the compromise plan — Alternative D — to address flooding issues on
the Pearl River in the Jackson metro area.

| am a lifelong resident of the City of Jackson and was certainly here during the Easter Flood of
’79; 1 am dismayed that, 45 years later, we don’t have a solution to the flooding that continues to
devastate our community. Likewise, | think we are missing out on the economic benefits that
might accrue from a better managed riverfront as part of our flood control.

After more than 45 years, | am hopeful that the Corps of Engineers can finally begin work on
meaningful flood control. After the floods of 2020 and 2022, and the water crisis that followed,
it is clear that we can no longer afford to accept inaction. Hundreds of homes and businesses
remain in danger to that level of flooding, as do hospitals, road and rail infrastructure, electrical
system, and other critical infrastructure if there is another flood on the level of 1979 or 1983.

The Corps and the local flood control district listened to the concerns of environmentalists and
other opponents of the “One Lake” plan and developed the Alternative D compromise. | support
this plan because it provides protection for hundreds of homes and businesses while also
providing critical community benefits to the Jackson metro area.

As a 31-year member of the Mississippi Senate, | served for 12 years as chairman of the
Economic Development Committee, and I currently serve as chair of the Housing Committee. |
am well aware of the development challenges communities face when their environmental
challenges go unattended. It stymies development and hinders predictable growth.

Jackson, Mississippi, has one of the highest minority populations in the nation. It has been
plagued by a water crisis, a spike in violent crime, and crumbling infrastructure in recent years
that has decimated its tax base and economic opportunity. Other cities around the country that
have re-embraced their urban riverfronts have seen remarkable economic growth, job creation,
and tourism explode. We need this same benefit for Jackson.



One of the other benefits of Alternative D is the relocation of the existing weir to just south of I-
20. This will create a stable pool of water in south Jackson that could make it possible to
construct a new water treatment plant in the future. South and west Jackson are far from the
city’s main water treatment plant and water is carried through miles of crumbling infrastructure
to get to that area. As a result, they bear the brunt of any water outages or loss of pressure. Time
and again those citizens face no or low water pressure and unsafe drinking water. Alternative D
makes it possible to address that issue in the future.

Alternative D is a sensible compromise that will provide meaningful flood control for hundreds
of people while also giving Jackson important community benefits that support economic growth

and public health. I urge the Corps to approve this project and begin construction as soon as
possible.

Sincerely,

John Horhn
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